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23rd January 1952. 


SAN/GG. 


The Editor, 
THE GARDENERS! CHRONICLE, 
33, John Street, 


eels 


Dear Sir, . 2 


OLD JAPANESE CATALOGUES. 


Judging by the correspondence in your recent numbers on 
this subject, it may be of interest to your readers to know 
that I had considerable correspondence with the Yokohama 
Nursery Company Ltd. at the beginning of this century and 
imported a number of plants and lily bulbs from them for my 
garden here. 


I have now looked up my records and find that I have 
the catalogues for 1900, 1902, 1903 and 1904, this last 
presumably having been printed and published before the onset 
of the Russo-Japanese War. As Mr. Curtis says, these are very 
finely illustrated with many colour plates. os 


I also received from the Company a booklet entitled 
"Lillies of Japan", with a brief table of classification end 


’ full-plate illustrations of 36 species. These are very finely 


reproduced even if somewhat enlarged and idealised as compared 
with the originels. I find from my account with the Company 
that I paid 53 Cents (American) for this, and that the price 


of the large bulbs of Lili auratum latiphyllum was, in 1900, 
5.50 per 100 in moos Dollars plus transport from Japan. 
* 
The 1902 and 1904. lasts contain particulars of the 
“dwarfed trees for which Japanese gard s are so famous, 
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NOVELTY AND NOTEWORTHY PLANTS OF GREAT MERIT, 
+ FOR SEASON 1900, = 


JAPANESE FERN BALLS. 


HE ball is made of the 


hardy Japanese fern 


roots (Davallia bullata). They 
ui are worked to different artistic 
shapes, such as house, lantern, 
junk, etc, besides ball. They 


are in a dormant state and 


travel very well. When ar- 


[ sived and. watered they soon 


shoot up rich green foliage 


|| from every point. The ball 


and others are for hanging in 


iets —— windows and rooms. 
Ball about 8/10 inches diameter per 100........ $21.00 U.S. gold f.o.b. Yokohama. 
Junk, house, lantern ete. FOO ane syd ty 47.00 ty rf 


LYCORIS RADIATA ALBA, (Nerine Japonica, White. ) 
(SEE ILLUSTRATION ON THE COVER.) 
& 


yy 
“HIS beautiful new species of Lycoris, was recently discovered in the south of Japan and can not 


H 
fe) be fail to be appreciated in Europe and America as a valuable addition to our autumn flower- 
ing balbous plants, as it will be a good companion plants to the south African Nerines. The white 
flower is large and spreading with a slight primrose tinge at the bottom of the florets, the stem is 
stout and robust and the whole plant has a noble appearance and will command a couspieuous place 
in the conservatory. We think ourselves fortunate to be the introducers of so important a novelty 
for our friends in Europe and America and thiuk it will find a favoured place amongst the flowering 
green-house plants of September and Ovtober. This white Lycoris offers to the hybridizer great 
opportunities for improvement, and we have no doubt that within a few years one or other of our 
distant friends will be returning to us a pure white variety that we may raise “ stock ” for them, as 
the bulbs of Lycoris multiply in Japan rapidly. 

Qur Lycoris Aurea (pure yellow), Lycoris squamigera (pink), Lycoris squamigera purpurea 
(pink shaded with purple) Lycoris Sanguinea (orange red) and Lycoris radiata (Nerine japonica) are 
also to be a good companion to the above novelty. We can not but express regret that the Nerine 
Japonica or red spider lily as our American friend named it, has not had the appreciation it deserves 
in Europe and America, It is one of the great sights of Japan in September growing in large 
colonies and meeting the eyes of the tourists in all parts of the country whether travelling ina 
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Jinrikisha or in a railway carriage great masses are met with on the banks of the rice fields, along 
the hedge rows and even under the forest trees, these splendid plants, 18-24 inches high are gene- 
rally found in full suns but often in shade and thrives in all aspect growing anywhere from the 
proximity of water to the dry banks but always in the grass. 


Lycoris radiata, white . $3. a U.S. gold per 10 f.0.b. Yokohama. 
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LILLIUM LONCIFLORUM MULTIFLORUM. 


We do not claim that our Many Flowered Easter Lily is new. It is a selection of great merit 
and florist will find in it the highest ideal of what an Easter Lily should be, viz. uniformity in height 
and in time of flowering, with 8 to 12 long pure white flowers. The stock is limited, the price in 
consequence is a little hivher, we therefore ask our customers to give us a small sample order to 
judge of the comparative value of this selection and of the ordinary stock, feeling sure that when we 
can offer this variety in large quantities, no other will be acceptable for the forcing purposes. 


5/7 inch. bulbs, per 100..... $1.40 U.S. gold f. 0. b. Yokohama. 
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IRIS TECTORUM. 


The tourist in Japan must often wonder at the ridge of green fflag leaves surmounting most 
of the straw thatched cottages which prevails in the country villages, and if perchance his travels 
are made end of April or May, a great mass of beautiful blue flowers will meet his eyes rising from 
this rich green foliage, this is Iris Tectorum as shown in our illustration (page 16) and if his 
curiosity leads him to enquire the reason of a flower garden on the ridge of a cottage roof he will find 
jt is rather economic than ethetic, all thatched roof must have a ridge of some kind to throw off the 
water, and as our people generally cast about to find something in nature to answer their purpose, 
found in early times that the close growing and twining character of this Iris formed a compact water 
resisting protection and used it on their cottages, and as high winds prevail in Japan, to prevent 
the plants from being torn off, they used length of split bamboos tied into the 
arrangement usually lasts till the roof rethatched, a little later in the season it is no uncommon 
thing in some parts to see Lilium Elegans and even Hemerocallis assorted with this fine Ivis. Visi- 
tors to our Nursery tell us that in Great Britain aud: Ireland there are many cottages 
roofs and the same visitors inform us that this Ivis is seldom seen in gardens, we the 
the experiment of growing it as we do, The climate of south and west of Ireland should suit Ivis 
Teetram on roof tops, and the same informants tell us that Sempervibum Tectorum 
thatched roofs in Scotland, perhaps even there the Iris might do on the roof tops of the cottages 
asit is very hardy. The Isle of Wight might be a good place to experiment with this. plant. 
This Iris should be left undisturbed. There is a story told of a woman who went to a Shinto Priest 
tu enquire how she could give a blue tint to her black hair and he told her to get the colour from 
the flower which neither grew on heaven nor on earth and she tried the Iris flower from her 
cottave roof and attained her object. 


Iris tectorum per 100, $ 12.00 US. gold f.0.b. Yokohama. 


thatch, and this 


with thatched 
vefore suggest 


is common on 


The Yokohama Nursery Co., Limited. 


